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anticipated the narrative, and now we partially re-
trace our steps to speak of his relations to political
parties after leaving Hartford. Mr. "Whittier's edi-
torship of political papers in Boston and Hartford
gave him a taste for political life which he enjoyed,
and woke an ambition to be serviceable to his State
and the nation, not only in moulding the policy of
his party so as to aid the reforms he favored, but
in selecting the men who were to carry its princi-
ples into effect. The following notes to Mr. Har-
riman, editor of the Haverhill " Iris," indicate how
eagerly he followed public events from the seclusion
of his farm.

EAST PAIUSH, 1831.

I have been embargoed for the past three weeks,
unable to stir; and for a week past unable to
see, the same persistent influenza having finally
taken possession of my eyes. I send you something
which I scrawled yesterday with a bandaged eye.
Try to set it up correctly, for 't is horribly written.
If you could notice my leaving the paper at Hart-
ford, and mention at the same time that I was for
some time editor of the " Essex Gazette," and that
had I remained so I should have warmly advo-
cated the cause of Mr. Gushing, it might do good
at this time. But say nothing disparagingly of
Mr. Thayer. He is on the wrong side, but he does
pretty well with a bad cause. Did you ever read
Burke's speeches and writings ? If not, read them
attentively. They will prove valuable to you, as
they have to me.